
WHERE MANY NATIONS CLASH
FALLEN NATIONS

The Most Disputed Tract of Land Under the Sun, Where Austrian and Italian, Slav and Magyar Have
QuaiTeled For 500 Years by the Beautiful Shore of the Adriatic and Where, at the End of the

War, the Peace Congress Will Find One of the Hardest Knots in Its Tangled Problem.
By JAICES ???ß??.

Mr. Meansaa «arates»«· «.day tae «?-

traevstlaarr Insalile at race» aad Hes-
tl.I aasattoaa atoa« the eaaat laada
at rk* »letarewarae Adriatic. «-shear*

lia y mam taken a« the ««nd la«
Itali« IrvUeerta," aad wharre taure«

etkev aattoaavUttes aUapato her tats·.
aa« ha i a« «rise· the hasd prsskles«
these that th« war eaaaat «»»«Ibly

?aether artteto la tala «aito· at
aétetehea ef the (allea «lattea« will aa

.abltolted Beat Saaday. I

One day when the·· war clou«!· ware

fathering abov« a world that yet dwelt
la a fool'a paradla« of armed peace, I
»aw an Italian airship of th« Zeppeiln
type circle for a moment about the
campanil· of St. Mark'a In Venice and
then aal! away beyond th« Lido and
over the Adriatic toward tn« Austrian
coast- But my companion had been quick
to prese a camera button and had caught
for me a »nap«shot pbotocraph of that
Interesting aerial maneuver In the Im¬
pending conflict between Italy and
Austria. '

For it ts a (air auppoatlon now that
the aviator was starting on a recon-

nolasance of tbe fai Ism nation ot Italians
-Italia Irridente.which lies only fifty
or aixty mtlee away on the opposite
shore. At any rate, he steered th·
course which soon was to become a path
of war In the sky. And out of the blue
iiorixon to which I watched him fly,
Venice lately has aeen ao many Austrian
Zeppelin»* coming to pay return visits
that she has found It prudent to »table
the bronxe hors«· of St. Mark'a la bomb¬
proof quarters. Forewarned by her ex¬

perience with Napoleon, who abducted
her prancing steeds and tethered them
In his palace yard at Paris, she Is not

going to let them be blown up now by
the hated Tedesco. And that Is almost
aa unpleasant a name for the Austrian
In Italy aa "boche" Is tor th« German
In France.
Thoee bronxe horses are precious not

alone because they are the only horses
In a city whose streets are water. They
«re the proud trophies of an era when,
without a horse, the web-foot town con¬

quered «n Empire and when the Adriatic
was only a Venetian canal.
But as the Islanders have sat all

summer about the little marble-top tablea
In the «rest square of St. Mark'a won¬

dering over their coffee bow much longer
tt was going to take the Italian Army
to get Into Trieste, they «till saw three
reminders of the old Imperial days.
These are the graceful flagstaff« before
the ancient church, from which once

floated the banners of three distant and
glorious States In subjection to Venice-
Greece, Cyprus and Crete.
But the most ardent lrridentlsts do not

Insist on reclaiming the Greek kingdom.
Their object and the object of Italy in the
war la to deliver the**»Italian» of the
Trentino and the Adriatic from the
thraldom of the Hapsburga

A Meet OUsate« Lait«.
I venture to say that the northern coast

of the Adriatic la the most disputed treat
of land under th· san. There It lies on

the border of tbe sea flowing between
Greece and Rome, the oldest centers of

Kuropean civilization. Tet today there la

not as clear a title to It a· to the banks
of the Nyanxea tn darkest Africa. After
2.500 years of warring over It, the owner¬

ship of tt Is in question. And now »gain
this «ame old boundary quarrel has
brought on another war. This comes of

writing title deeds with sword «and
blood.
Even as aa Italian army at the top was

Lattila« to establish the claim of Italy
to tbe disputed territory, tbe Serbians
at the lower end were Ip a death strug-
gle to make «ood the claim of the Serba.
Meanwhile Austria and Hungary divided
th« actual possession of It, and thoee

Inveterate claim Jumpers, the Hspsburss,
played both ends toward the middle,
with nine points of the game m their
favor.
It la a abore cumbered with fallen

nations and strewn with the wracks of
empire«, which have been pounded to
piece» on ita Jagged rock· As your
steamer warily dodges «boat on Its
coarse «mon« the 600 Island« which lu¬
tar the Adriatic and you gate at the
dacxer-lfke pes-ka and castled cape« of
the mainland, you feel as It the fury of
nature had only been emulated by man

»n the Dalmatian coast, where th« pop¬
ulation forever ha» been torn to ahreda
between nations and creeds aa unrelent-
!n« and fierce tn their mad strife aa
the elements tgsmeelves.
At «spalato, th« palace which Diocle¬

tian erected on hi« native »bore recalls
th« ase when an Emperor ruled the Ro¬
man world from Dalmati*. Everywhere
the «till majestic wrecks of Roman tem¬
pi·· testify to a havoc wrought by hu-
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man passions as musk aa by time
and age.

Fa.lag the Title.
After Rone tall two Italian towns,

Genoa and Venie», aavagely fought for
the prize, and the laland of Cursóla ria··
from the Adriatic to contradict the as¬
sumption that gas battles are a 20th
century Invention of tbe Prussian gen¬
eral atalf. For In that old naval
engagement oit Cursóla In 1298 the Geno¬
ese blinded the galley slaves of Venice
with lime powder.
In the end the Venetians won the

trident and over moldy, crumbling
gateways to languishing Dalmatian
towna the battered lion of 8t Mark's
keeps alive the memory of the dead
Empire of Venice. For more than Í00
years the Venetian galleys breasted
the waves of Mahometism sweeping in
from Asia. They were the wooden arali«
of Christendom. The Ttrrk might plant
th· Crescent on the top of the moun¬
tains which risa from the Adriatic, but
the Cross never was lowered down by
the nearby shore.
At her climax Venice reigned «not

only over Dalmati», but clear to the
Dardanelles. Ragusa almost alone kept
Its Independence from the Doge, and
Its adventurous fleet was so celebrated
that a "Raguses," afterward twisted
Into "argosy," gave a universal name
to the richly laden merchantman-
After that strange Uttle city by the
sea had maintained Its republic for
600 year« against Venetians, Turk·,
Austrian· and all comers, if fell at a
aerateti of Napoleon'· pen. in IS09.
Th« Adriatic never was an Italian

'or Venetian lake. For Auatrta held
Trieste and Hungary held Flume in
the golden age of Venice. From thos»
torts the Hapsburgs worked their way
down the. coast and aalvsged th«
wreckage eg the Venetian Empire.
But lt remained for Napoleon to

confirm the Hapaburg title to Dal¬
matia. When, at hia stern command,
the lion of St Mark's "bit the dust"
he gave that strange atrip of coast-
land to Austria In 1797 as a consola¬
tion prise for the land he took from
her In Italy. Next he matched lt back
at Austerllts In 1S0S, and bestowed on
Marshal Soult his chief lieutenant In
that battle, the title of Duke of Dal¬
matia Another victory over Austria,
at Wagram in 1S09, gave mm the en¬
tire shore, from Trieste down, and he
formed It Into the Kingdom of Illyria,
which he wore in his crown until his
overthrow, when the Hapsburgs again
picked up Dalmatia.

Italy la Aaatrta.
Outwardly the coast towns remain-

dlatinctly Italian. Italy is stamped on

their architecture. Their atony little
»guare« and narrow streets windln« up
from the water all bear Italian name·.

Italian· control the business and the
wealth of the shore, and Italian Is the
speech of trad« and fashion.
Even when I went to the only'seaport

of Austria proper, although I Bailed
under the Austrian 11a«, the ship was

owned, commanded and manned by Ital¬
ians, and at Trieste I entered a new
harbor, named In Italian for the Aus¬
trian Emperor, Porto Nuovo dl Fran¬
cesco Giuseppe Primo. I found Italiana
everywhere and doing everything, ex¬

cept carrying the baggage, which Job
was left to the Slav«. Not an Austrian
disclosed himself with his German «ut-
teraL
Street· and railway stations, chutphes.

museums and theater», bank» and store·
were all christened In Italian. Austrian
heroes, including Maximilian of Mexico,
stood In bronze erected by the Austrian
government In Italian piassi. Tet
Trieste has been held by Austria since
18S, «ave for only the few years when
It was Napoleon'« prix« in battle.
Flume Is hardly les» Italian, although

It la the only port of Hungary. For
many centuries It, too, has been under
Hapebur« rule, bat without losing Its
native character.
Much the »ame thin« la true of that

entire littoral. From top to bottom the
Very coast of Austria-Hungary remains
almost as alien to the Austrian and
Hungarian a« if lanwere divided by seas

from the ruling land, and if It were In
India or South Africa.

Ia the Land of the Slaw.
When one goes to_ Trieste or Flume he

thinks he Is going to Austria-Hungary,
but he fltrfls he haa landed In Italy. Quite
another surprise awaits him when he
take« a train out of either of those
cities.
Suppose he Is goln« io Vienna" or Buda¬

pest.' Almost at the first' station from
Trieste or Flume' hfs ear and his eye tell
him that he has left Italy wholly behind
him' at the shore. If'unwarned he natu¬

rally might assume that lie· had entered
th« real Austria or the true Hungary.
But he 1» still far from either.
From Fiume it la all of a» mile« on the

Budapest road to the first really Hun¬
garian or Mutar town., and It le nearly
as far from Trieste In a Vienna train to
the nearest Austrian or Teutonic village.
In all that wide tract between the sea

and the Drave the 'people are almost
wholly Slava, a» Slavte in their faces and
their speech as the Poles or the Rus¬
sian».
Without a break, this land of the Jugo¬

slava or Southern Slava atretrte» In the
north from the Julian Alpe down to the
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Serbian frontier at Belgrade, where It I·
Joined by the kingdom of their brother
Serba. Through this wholly foreign na-,
Bon the Austrian» and Hungarians must
pass on their way to Ule sea, and down
there the Italians hold sway. *

Tho two ruling races of Austria-Hun¬
gary really occupy only a strip from 19»
to 200 miles, tflde, running through the
center of the empire, with the Northern
Slavs above them in Bohemia and Galicia
and the Southern Slavs below them tn the
coast provinces. Or let me liken the em¬
pire to a pie. whereof the Slavs are the
upper and lower cruets, the Germans and
Magyars the filling and the Italian« the
frosting. But, never forget, the Haps¬
burgs bold the knife and fork!

Alteáis After l,SOO rear».
In th· southern family of the Slav»,
the Slovene», numbering about 1,200.000,
hold possesslor of the Austrian province
of Carnloia and overflow into the neigh¬
boring provinces of Styria, Carinthia,
Coastland and latria, aa well aa Into
Hungary, In the Austrian kingdom of
Dalmati« 96 per cent of the population is·
Serbo-Croatian, and there are in all more
than 800,000 members of this branch of
the Slavs tn Austria. There are many
more In Hungary where 87 per cent of
the 2,500,000 population of Croaüa-Slav-
onla are Serbo-Croat«, who boast a grand
total of 5.7OO.O0O for the entire Empire,
Including Bosnia
These people have for 1.300 years and

more dwelt Just where they ere today.
The Slovenes -arerà on the ground before
there was an Austri· or a Hapsburg
crown, and th« üerbo-Crosts wer« in
Hungary before there was a Hungary
and before the Magyars emerged from
the wiMs. They proudly cherish the
memory of the centurie· when they held
their pisce among the Nations aa the
United Kingdom of Croatia and Slavonla,
and as grim reminders of their fallen
Nation they jealously preserve at Agram
the pavement whereon their «aat King
was bound to the stake and burned
alive.
Nor are th« southern Slags a dwin¬

dling race. ibi» notwithstanding the
losses by emlgratibn' There are said to
be nearly 150,000 Slovenes and 360,000
Sertjo-Croata In the United State» There
you have a significant contrast between
the Slava under the rule of Austria-Hun¬
gary and their brethren who have their
own government in Serbia, where there
Is no emigration.
In spite of that drain upon tt***hi. the

Slava in the empire are steadily arra aure-
ly encroaching upon the peoples about
them. Yea» hy year they are stealing
.down upon the Italians »long the coast
and creeiplng up into Austria-Hungary.
The city of Marburg, over forty miles
from Vlennai Is becoming less and less
German and more and more an outpost
of the Slovenes. Over in Hungary the
Serbo-Croste have crossed the Danube
In tìielr slow and irresistible advanee on
BudApest.
¦Everywhere they are conquering with

their tongues. Like all Slav», they have
the gift of speech and they are the Un-

guists of the South. If a tradesman needs
a man who speaks the four language» of
that polyglot. region the Slav gets the
Job, crowding out the monolingual Ger¬
man, Italian or Magyar applicant.

.Wall« ef n » · r-

Throughout centurie» of contact these
southern Slavs have been strangely proof
against both German and Magyar influ¬
ence. When they yielded to any alien
environment^ waa Italian. For long the
more progressive among them looked to
the Italian shore as a source of education
and civilisation.
But with the ria* of Serbia a· an In¬

dependent nation there came a revival
of pride and culture among the Serbo¬
croata Agram, the old Croatian capital,
has become again their Intellectual cen¬
ter, and Serbian now Is their literary
language. It 1» supplanting German,
Magyar and Italian In the public school·
The races really are drawing apart rath-

<T»*than growing together. A Croat hatea |
a Magyar above all other hatreds. This
la because the Magyars not only ovet-
threw the Croatian kingdom, but also
have been trying for TOO years to Mag-
yartae the fallen nation.
The lateat effort tn that direction took

tbe form bf nailing to every railway ela¬
tion the Magyar name for the tovrn,
For a community down there haa at
least three names, the German, the Mag¬
yar and the Croatian. But a Croat would
choke If he uttered «ny other name than
his own. And when the Hungarian gov¬
ernment Put up those Magyar signboard?

there waa for a time a aerioua Insur¬
rection. ·

The people also blame the wretched
poverty of Croatia on ita overlords at

Budapest, where the Croats naturally
have only 4 amali representation and
no hand In spending their onerous taxes.
"Our pockets," tbey say, "are In the
trousers of the Magyar*."
The Italian ranks only second tn the

enmity and the suspicion of the Croat.
There was a bond of sympathy between
the two neighboring peoples while they
shared a common misfortune. But wtth
United Italy reviving the hop«» of the
Italiana ?? the empire and with the SeroTJ-
Crost revival, their new ambitions
clashed and tbey entered upon divergent
paths. ·
The Croat particularly resents the

daim of th· Italians to the Adriatic
Coast, «nd the Slav» living there have,
no desire to change foreign yokes. Some¬
times tbey have grown so disagreeable
toward the Italian» aa to hold notay
celebration» on the anniversary of the :
battle of Ltsaa in 1S66. when the Italiani
navy.wa« smashed off that shore by the
fleet»- of Austria-Hungary. Continually;
they struggle to crowd the Italians out

¡/Of the,municipal offices and the Italian:
I language out ef the schools of Dal-
¡ matls.

Aa proof that tbe toast does not be-!
laja«, to the ltaliir», they point to the
fast that the Slavs now control all of

¡the municipal governments except three.
Trieste, Flume and Zara. At Spalato the
Croat» have gone so far as to refuse
to let Italian comp*rle6 play In the Mu¬
nicipal Theatre. And since there la bo!
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Oottan ata«e the theatre remain»
closed.

Orto« far «he Ita-ssbnrs».
All the·· racial feuds are grin for the

Hapsburg rollL The more tbe Croats hate
the Mavcyara and Italian« the less tbey
will hate the Austrtana. And always the
¦trerurtb of the Austrian monarchy has
been In tbe weakness of · divided people.
In the great Hungarian revolt a«atn«t

Francia Joseph.how arrange that thla
man who was the central ngure In that
revolution of IMS should be a principal
In. thla war of 1*15'.the IVrbo-Craats
turned upon the Hungarians and fought
for the young emperor. The chieftain
of their army. JelHehlch, has a «tatue
at Agram. and he remains the national
bero of Crotla.
But when the time came to make a

trade with the Hungarians the Crown.
Of cours«, sacrificed the loyal Croats
and coldly delivered-them over to Hun-
«ary, of which kingdom they have been
a suspected and discontented province
since IMS. In the midst of one of their
frequent agitations tltey appealed la IM
to Francis Joseph for sn audience and a
hearing, but he refused to receive their
deputation. Tbe Hapsburg. throne doe»
not trust Itself to the friendship of the
subject races, but thrives on their en¬

mities toward one another.
This sinister policy la not falling the

Empire In the great war today, when
the loyalty of the Croatian troop« has
stood the test on every front- Austria
could afford to trust them to fight the
Russians or the Serb», for those Stavi
are of a différent rellgloua faith. Ot
course, they could be trusted to fi«ht the
Italiana, atnee Italy is claiming land that
they themselves claim.
The Hapsburg» do not look tike a race

of humorist», but there la a grim Jok«
tn the «election of a Croat la ik general to
command the army that has been so
stubbornly holding Its «round on the
Isonzo River and the Gorilla treat
.gainst the Italian army coming to de¬
liver the'Adrlatlc shore from Its bondage
to Francia Joseph. Th« Croatian eotn-
mander and every Croat In the ranks
could be reliad on to defend the a est fissi
linee «sith all the aaal of roen defendió«
their firmen from an Invader.

What Italy Waata

Aa yet th* Italian advance has not
really entered the land of th« Slav. Al¬
though Gorilla has many Slovenian In¬
habitants, 1» Is hardly leas Italian thaa
the town» which Victor Emmanuel a

army left behind It tn Italy when j It
crossed the Austrian frontier.
Trieste, the flret objective of the Ital¬

ian Adriatic campaign, la almost aa Ital¬
ian as Gorilla. Italiana form , three-
fourth» of Ita 230.000 people, and more
than half the entire population of the
latrian Peninsula 1« Italian. There are
tn all about (lOO.fJOO of tbem under Haps¬
burg rule, but half of these live up in
the mountains of Trentino. «w»y tram
the disputed land which I« my »ubject
today.
German}· has announced that ah« In¬

duced Austria to offer the «ovemment at
Rome last winter all the Italian »ectlon

of Tr-e-nt-mo sad akm Ote kaad «M th«
Adriatic do<4rn to the Isoaao River. Sat
the Italian demand for Trieste wa· re-
fuaad. because, as Veta Bawsew aalo, t
Trieste is the lung of Atjatrta **

«

Italy« poattieaa m th· war is dalli ut
from that of aay other af the wairtaa«
countries. To bar taw greet oeacfltet
rather i» a local as» Ftrhitng cavly
for a »pariai object, thu» far aba baa
held »trie-t'y aloof »rani tbe general «·>>
erationa of bar aille», not coa«
a man nor a gun to any other Croat
her own.
indeed «be Is «till at peace with

many. Or rather Ha* Greece « "benev»-
lent neotralit >·¦' toward the a
Italy has bean a-rtonlahlngl}' sue
In pins» ? Hug a aort of benevolent
treUity toward the Oenaan Empira
prortde» an exceptional ii|i|m If II ¦ for
a separate »««ace, mdepsaaent af the
entente:, or at least It mrortoaa a jaalHi
source of rumors.
But tbe obatacle Is Trtasta A-astraahas nothing mor» ta «alfar aerar than ba¬teare the Wfu-, except her crol» port,when abe retire« from the sea, aha

retire from th» buWraeae of e-mtHra

Itili knotty probt«», bat th·
cannot cat the knot It hi
.t it for twenty centurie» and
the knot 1» harder bow than errar. How¬
ever it «roe«, the arar will not «alili thetitle to thle land which has baee so longIn dispute.
If the Austrian stde »herald win the old

question would be left wide op·». If th.allie« abould win, it la likely to give these·
atore trouble thaa aay mV er «abjaat,with the poeslble exeat*··» of the deasttayof Constant inespe*. WM» til« bag af
opened at the commOt table th« rifiatai
will find It full of the »ami: ot Oaamma-
slon.
Th« most the aille»» could do would ba

ot shut out both Austria and Hu
from tbe »es That would easily
other «war. And then the Slavic
would hav« the right to otya-et ta Italy
taking all ahe «-ant» But to do jnwtla»
by the Serbo-Croat» and «thar Slav· a»
Austrla-Hungar-y wooM -rswaxt tit» dis-
iraetaUeji laaut of that empire. Aat tha
frantic scramble tac tbe ptexee» weald
ejuite upeet again tha balano» of postar.
No, war cannot eure la thl» ease It w

can only make new -»round· and start
aew troublera
Draxrlng linas eia the map will not avail-

There are toe many Unas already drawn'
.ugly lines ot rae», religion and natirenal
tty-
Th«, true solution Is to wipe out tha»»

divido·». But war cannot do that
Neither car. luíaislallani After tt-e-w«g

aad wewking. «««Tallii« and dying «M·
by 4»d« l.e» years, after te» -san Matar
Hapsbarg rule. tbeae peeplw are
.trangera aad «lutai»»« to aaa aaotber
In Switzerland, in France, m In th·-»
United State», they would be malted ia
a geceratlcao or two.
Treare I» the object It.tug Only justice!,

education, freedom, can harrnor.ave th.»
clashing element» about Ute Adriatic
aad quiet the long-dlaawtad title to that
.here.

(CwrAaal mt. at Ja»··» sarasas.


